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Chief Justice of India (CJI) Dipak Misra has recommended the 
impeachment of Justice Shri Narayan Shukla, the eighth senior-
most judge of the Allahabad High Court, following an adverse 
report about him by an in-house panel set up by the CJI.

Justice Shukla joined the Allahabad High Court in 2005 and was 
set to retire on July 17, 2020.

His orders in the cases of blacklisted private medical colleges in 
Lucknow had come under the scanner of the CJI Bench last year. 
He was accused of misconduct in the medical admissions scam.

Polity and Governance
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Allahabad High Court Judge to be 
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Procedure of High Court Judge Appointment

Clause (1) of Article 217 says that “every judge of a  ?
High Court shall be appointed by the President, by 
warrant under his hand and seal after consultation 
with the Chief Justice of India, the Governor of the 
State, and, in the case of appointment of a Judge 
other than the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of 
the High Court and shall hold offi ce, in the case 
of an additional or acting judge, as provided in 
Article 224, and in any other case, until he attains 
the age of sixty-two years”.    

A reading of this clause shows that while the  ?
appointment is made by the President, it has to 
be made after consultation with three authorities, 
namely, the Chief Justice of India, the Governor 
of the State and the Chief Justice the High Court. 
(Of course, in the matter of appointment of Chief 
Justice, the consultation with the Chief Justice 

is not required).  Just as the President is the 
constitutional head, so are the Governors.  

However, according to the practice, the Chief  ?
Justice of the High Court used to make the 
recommendation which was considered by the 
Governor of the State (Council of Ministers headed 
by the Chief Minister) who offered his comments 
for or against the recommendation. 

The matter then goes to the Central Government.   ?
At that stage, the opinion of the Chief Justice 
is sought and based upon such advice, the 
appointment is either made or declined, as the 
case may be.

Procedure for removal of High Court Judge

According to the Constitution, a judge can be  ?
removed only on grounds of misbehavior or 
incapacity. In this case, sources said, it is possible 



www.iasscore.in  |  January, 20182

Current Affairs 
PT - 2018

that a motion will be moved on the ground of 
conduct unbecoming a serious issue for both 
judiciary and the government.  

A judge may be removed from his offi ce on the  ?

ground of (a) misbehavior or (b) incapacity. The 

removal involves the following steps:

A motion for presenting an address to the  $

President praying for the removal of a judge 

must be signed by at least 100 members of 

the Lok Sabha (if notice is given in the Lok 

Sabha).

The Chairman or the Speaker (as the case may  $

be) may consult such persons as he thinks fi t 

and consider such material as may be available 

and may admit the motion or refuse to admit 

it.

If the motion is admitted, a committee  $

consisting of 3 persons will be constituted of 

whom:

One shall be from among the Chief Justice  ®
and judges of the Supreme Court.

One shall be from among the Chief Justice  ®
and the judges of the High Court.

One shall be a person who is a distinguished  ®
jurist.

If the committee arrives at a fi nding that the  $
judge is guilty of misbehaviour or suffers from 
an incapacity, then the motion for removal 
of the judge together with the report of the 
committee will be taken up for consideration 
in the House in which it is pending.

The motion must be passed by each House  $
by a majority of the total membership of that 
House and by a majority of not less than two-
third of the members of that House present 
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The Election Commission has recommended the disquali cation of 
20 Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLAs from Delhi, citing that they held 
of ces of pro t. In 2016, the EC had issued show cause notices to 
27 AAP MLAs who held of ces as parliamentary secretaries, after 
a petition was  led seeking their disquali cation.

2. 
Issue Related to Office of Profit

Definition of Office of Profit

According to Article 102 (1) (a), a person shall  ?
be disqualifi ed as a member of Parliament for 
holding any offi ce of profi t under the government 
of India or the government of any state, “other 
than an offi ce declared by Parliament by law 
not to disqualify its holder”. Article 191 (1) (a) 
has a similar provision for the members of state 
assemblies.

The idea behind the concept of offi ce of profi t  ?
– which evolved in England – is to preserve the 
independence of the legislature by keeping the 
members away from any temptations from the 
executive that can come in the way of independent 
discharge of their duties. 

It also seeks to enforce the principle of separation  ?
of power between the legislature, the judiciary 
and the executive – a basic feature of the 
Constitution.

Criteria to define Office of Profit

A certain offi ce will qualify to be an offi ce of profi t 
if-

Government makes the appointment. ?

Government has the right to dismiss the offi ce  ?
bearer at its will.

Government pays the remuneration. ?

Government exercises control over the functions  ?
of the offi ce holder.

Offi ce yields personal gains to the holder. ?

Parliamentary Secretaries

A Parliament Secretary often holds the rank of  ?
Minister of State and has the same entitlements 
and is assigned to a government department. 

Parliamentary secretaries are appointed by Chief  ?
Minister and are deemed to be Ministers only 
for the purpose of ensuring better co-ordination 
between the executive and legislature. These 
secretaries by virtue of a Statute are involved with 
the sole purpose of planning and co-ordination 
of legislative and other offi cial business in the 
state.  

But it is against the constitutional principles on  ?
the following grounds:

“

”
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and voting. After being so passed, the address 
is presented to the President.

Judges against which impeachment had been 
proposed

In 1993, impeachment proceedings were initiated  ?
against Justice V Ramaswamy, who was caught 
in a controversy while he was the Chief Justice 
of the Punjab and Haryana High Court.  But the 
impeachment motion failed after the Congress 

lawmakers abstained from voting.

In 2011, Justice Soumitra Sen of Calcutta High  ?
Court stepped down after Rajya Sabha passed his 
impeachment motion. There were allegations of 
fi nancial irregularities against him.

The same year, Justice PD Dinakaran, the Chief  ?
Justice of Sikkim High Court who was accused 
of corruption, resigned before impeachment 
proceedings could be started against him. 
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Operation Blackboard 

Operation Blackboard is a centrally sponsored  ?
programme which was started in 1987.

The major aims of Operation Blackboard were  ?
improving the quality of primary education: 
reducing the rate of wastage and stagnation: 
attracting more children especially girl children 
into the primary educational sector for realizing 
the dream of education for all. 

The scheme mainly focused on providing at least  ?
two classrooms in every primary school; necessary 
toilets exclusive for girls and boys; appointing 
women teachers at least fi fty percentage of the 
total teachers etc.   

Central Advisory Board of 
Education

The Central Advisory Board of Education, the  ?
oldest and the most important advisory body of 
the Government of India in education was fi rst 
established in 1920 and dissolved in 1923 as a 
measure of economy. It was revived in 1935 and 
has been in existence ever since.

The function of CABE: ?

To review the progress of education from time  $
to time;

To appraise the extent and manner in which  $
the education policy has been implemented by 
the Central and State Governments, and other 
concerned agencies, and to give appropriate 
advice in the matter; and

To advice regarding coordination between  $
the Central and State Governments/UT 
Administrations.

Navodaya Vidyalaya

They are run by Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, New  ?
Delhi, an autonomous organization under the 
Department of School Education and Literacy, 
Ministry of Human Resource Development, 
Government of India. 

JNVs are fully residential and co-educational  ?
schools affi liated to Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE), New Delhi, with classes from VI 
to XII standard. 

JNVs are specifi cally tasked with fi nding talented  ?

Article 102 and 191 of the Constitution says  $
that a person shall be disqualifi ed for being 
chosen and for being a member of the House if 
he holds any offi ce of profi t under Government 
of India or any state government. The essence 
of this disqualifi cation is that there should be 
no confl ict between the duties and interests of 
an elected member. 

Article 164(1A) specifi es that the number of  $
ministers including the Chief Minister has to be 
within 15% of the total number of members of 
the Assembly. (10% in the case of Delhi, which 
is not a ‘full’ state). Over the last few years, 
courts across the country have struck down 
the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries 
for violating the Constitution.

The Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) has passed a 
resolution to take steps towards Operation Digital Board on the 
lines of Operation Blackboard of 1987.

The idea of Operation Digital Board is aimed at providing better 
digital education in all schools. This will offer new opportunities 
and new ways of teaching and learning to schools.

3. 
Operation Digital Board
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Kawaii Mascots : Rugby World  ?
Cup 2019

Ren-G, the offi cial mascot of Rugby World Cup  $
2019, has been unveiled by the Japan Rugby 
2019 organising committee at a special event 
in Tokyo.

The mascot, which is based on traditional  $
storytelling characters grounded in ancient 
Japanese culture, is said to embody rugby’s 
values with the purpose of spreading the spirit 
of the game and happiness throughout Japan 
and around the world.

National Disaster Response  ?

Force

The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)  $

has celebrated its 13th Raising Day on January 

19, 2018 in New Delhi. 

The NDRF raised on January 19, 2006, is a  $

specialised force capable of responding to any 

type of disaster in the country and abroad. 

It is strategically deployed across the nation as  $

per the vulnerability profi le of the country.




